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MIAA Volleyball Coaches Poll released

National runner-up Truman is favored to win 2003 MIAA championship

(OVERLAND PARK, Kan.) -- The Mid-America Intercollegiate Ath- /=

letics Association volleyball coaches have selected 2002 NCAA Division 2003 MIAA Volleyball
IT runner-up Truman State University as the favorite to win the confer- Preseason Coaches Poll
ence title for the upcoming season.
The Bulldogs, who finished tied for second in the conference last sea- School Pts.
son, picked up six of a possible eight first-place votes (coaches cannot 1. Truman (6) 62
. . . . 2. Central Missouri State (2) 55
vote for their own schools) and collected 62 points. Central Missouri State, 3. Washburn 51
the squad Truman tied with in 2002, was selected second in the survey 4. Pittsburg State (1) 44
with 55 points and two first-place votes. 5. Emporia State 30
Defending conference champion Washburn was third in the poll with Missouri Western 30
51 points, after coming out of nowhere last season to claim the title. Pitts- 7. Missouri Southern 25
burg State picked up the remaining first-place vote and placed fourth in 8. Northwest Missouri State 19
. : 9. Southwest Baptist 8
the poll with 44 points.
Emporia State and Mis.souri Western tigd for fifth in.the survey with Points awarded on a 8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1
30 points, followed by Missouri Southern in seventh with 25 points. basis. Coaches could not vote for their
Two programs will have new head coaches in 2003. Northwest Mis- own school.
souri State will be led by Lori DeJonge-Slight, which finished eighth in  \_ J

the poll with 19 points. Leslie Howe comes in to take over at Southwest
Baptist, which finished ninth in the survey.

The 2003 season begins on August 29, and will include the return of the MIAA Postseason Tournament,
November 11, 13 and 15. The winner gets the MIAA's automatic berth to the NCAA Division II tournament.

MIAA Overall
2002 Final Standings w L GW GL Pct w L GW GL Pct
x-Washburn (23) 14 2 44 17  .875 29 5 89 32 .853
Truman (2) 13 3 44 16 .813 28 9 9% 46 .757
Central Missouri State (20) 13 3 41 15 .813 26 9 86 36 .743
Missouri Western 8 8 33 29 500 19 9 67 35 .679
Emporia State 9 28 37 438 20 13 69 53 .606

7
Pittsburg State 7 9 29 28 438 17 14 64 50 .548
Missouri Southern 6 10 22 36 .375 12 16 45 58 .429
Northwest Missouri State 3 13 13 39 .188 8 23 34 71 258
Southwest Baptist 1 15 9 46 .063 10 24 44 80 .294

Final AVCA /USA Today D-II Top 25 ranking in parenthesis x = Won first MIAA championship
-MIAA -



