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 As instructors and academic advisors for first-year students, we see a student ñwinò when they reach 
their academic potential.  That may look different for different students.  For some, that may mean a 4.00 
GPA and the highest grade in a class on a test or being able to connect new information to things they 
have learned previously.  For others, that may mean making a C on an exam in a class in which they 
really struggle or learning to effectively read and study their textbook.  Itôs all about the individual and 
what they are capable of achieving.  The Success Center faculty seek to educate and advise students 
with that mindset.   This semester in University Seminar, students have been learning a lot of about them-
selves ï their learning styles, personality and their strengths and weakness in the learning and studying 
process.  Our goal is to help students recognize how they learn and study most effectively so that they 
can apply that knowledge as they work toward a degree at SBU.    
Recently, students have been able to see how they are ñrunningò so far this semester.  Five-week grades 
were posted on WebAdvisor for courses that are general education requirements and graduation require-
ments.  Those grades reflect the first five weeks of the semester and were available for students to ac-
cess the evening of October 1.  Students will be able to see their mid-term grades on WebAdvisor the 
evening of October 20.  Mid-term grades are posted for all courses, so this will allow your son/daughter to 
see how they are doing academically half way through the semester.    
I encourage you to ask your son/daughter about their grades,  the outcomes of the assessments they 
have taken in University Seminar and how they are applying what they have learned.  It is our goal that 
the students implement study habits and strategies that allow them to ñwinò as a student.  If your son/
daughter seems to be struggling in any way, please encourage them to see their Success Center advi-
sor.  (If they are not a first-year student, they would see the advisor in their academic area.)  The faculty in 
the Success Center look forward to continuing to work with your student as they ñrun in such a way that 
[they] might win.ò   
 
 Blessings,  
Dana Steward 
University Success Center Director  

The month of October 2009 brings with it the whisk of cooler temperatures 
and the excitement of SBUôs annual Homecoming festivities.  For current 
students, Homecoming represents a time of celebration and fun.  For 
alumni, Homecoming represents reconnection and reminiscing. In many 
instances, such reminiscing will consist of remembering both fun and chal-
lenging times.  Yes, some alumni may remember certain professors that 
challenged them to think outside their perspective, while others may re-
member joyous encounters associated with certain individuals and 
friends.  Regardless of what prompts the remembrance, Homecoming is 
about returning to a safe and secure environment that holds many fond 
memories.  

Imagine, if you will (Thank you, MercyMe, 2001), the place that Christ went to prepare for His followers. He 
is preparing a new home and a new place to join Him in celebration and reunion. According to John 14:1-4, 
Jesus stated, ñDo not let your hearts be troubledéI am going to prepare a place for youò (NIV).  Perhaps 
this passage represents ñHomegoing,ò instead of Homecoming, but the establishment of hope is planted.   

We hope your celebration and reminiscing times are filled with optimism for the future and fond memories of 
your former campus home.  I hope you enjoy this monthôs edition of The Connection Source. 

                                                                                                                
Best Regards,                                
 Rob Harris                       
 Dean of Students               
 Titus 2:4 

ñDo you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives 
the prize? Run in such a way that you might win.ò  I Corinthian 9:24    
This is the verse the University Success Center has adopted as our depart-

ment verse.  When I reflect on what this verse means, I am drawn to the word 

ñwinò.  In the world of college academics, winning can mean many things, such 

as having the highest grade in a class on a test, graduating with honors, get-

ting the high-paying job after graduation; however, to the faculty in the Suc-

cess Center, we look at it a little differently 
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